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Head of School Update

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a wonderful and inspiring week it has been at Beecholme

this week. The children have been immersed in learning about

Black History Month and the impact this had on the lives of

black men and women. The children have been learning about o
how this has had a significant impact on the world we live in

today. See some of the amazing work later in this newsletter

that we created as part of ‘Show Racism the Red Card’. We

held an assembly on Monday about how we can learn more

about the history of black people through our children’s

UNICEF rights.

This week, as part of our INSET days, our teaching staff will engage in two impactful training
sessions that align with our commitment to inclusivity and excellence in education.

Supporting SEND Learners: Teachers will receive targeted training to enhance their
understanding and strategies for supporting children with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND). This session aims to empower staff with practical tools to create more
inclusive and supportive learning environments for all students.

Racial Literacy Training with Hemisphere: We are also proud to partner with Hemisphere to
deliver racial literacy training. This session will deepen our collective understanding of race,
identity, and equity, helping us foster a more inclusive and culturally responsive school
community.

These sessions represent a significant step forward in our inclusivity drive and will have a lasting
impact on our school culture and student outcomes.

As you will have noticed we have begun the year already thinking about attendance and how we
can ensure it remains good at Beecholme. Recently, | sent a whole school letter reinforcing the
attendance expectations, as well as a flyer to all our children who are currently sitting below
96%, which is our school target. Anyone who is below 92% or 90% will also receive communication
from the school to look at ways in which we can support you. If you have any attendance
concerns, then please do speak to someone at school to see how we can help. A polite reminder
that any medical appointments require medical evidence where possible and if you require leave
from school, please ensure you complete the form from the school office in a timely manner.




Please can | remind parents about the opening and closing times of the school. We ask parents to
stick to the opening times and wait for the main gates to open before you buzz into the school to
wait in the school grounds earlier. This is a safeguarding precaution as the children use the
school site during the school day, and we must ensure their safety. Thank you for your co-
operation.

Year 6 Parents
A polite reminder that the deadline for applying for your child’s secondary school place is fast
approaching. Please apply using the LA portal by Friday 315t October 2025.

Have a wonderful week, we look forward to seeing you after half term.

Mrs Hayley Lewis

Merton Community Events

2025 HALF-TERM SPECIAL
CHILDREN's DAY

@Lillywhite Dental
OCT 20th- 31st

INCLUDING WEEKENDS

FREE EXAMINATIONS

LIMITED SPACES CALL TO BOOK
020 8685 1200

LILLYWHITE 64 Middieton R,
Morden, SM4 6RT

Merton are excited to invite you and your little ones to our upcoming Park Play event — a joyful
celebration of community, connection, and outdoor fun!

Park Play is more than just a chance for children to run, laugh, and explore. It's a beautiful
opportunity for families to come together, meet new friends, and strengthen the bonds that make
our neighbourhood so special. Whether you're new to the area or have lived here for years, this
event is a welcoming space for everyone.

Why Park Play is so great:

e & Fresh air and active fun for kids of all ages
e 2 Meet other parents and build lasting friendships




e i Creative activities and games that spark imagination
° Community spirit that reminds us we’re all in this together

Please see the link below to join:
Home - ParkPlay

hemisphere

EDUCATION

Dear Families,
Hemisphere — Racial Literacy Learning at Beecholme Primary School

I’'m writing to share information about Hemisphere, a new learning programme we’ve adopted
this year to support our whole school community in developing positive racial literacy.

Hemisphere aims to equip both staff (and students) with the tools to recognise and challenge
bias, enabling us to confront racism as a united community. The programme is developed by

Rare, a multi-award-winning organisation recognised for its leadership in race equity in both

education and employment.

At Beecholme, we believe a strong sense of belonging is essential to wellbeing and achievement
for all. Our Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) strategy reflects a sustained commitment to
deepening our understanding of race and racism.

Hemisphere begins with training on unconscious bias, then explores the experiences of students
from different racial backgrounds in British schools. This year, the focus is on Black and mixed
Black heritage students. Each year, the programme will highlight the experiences of different
communities, including South Asian, Chinese, and Jewish students. Because racism is
experienced in diverse ways, truly inclusive racial literacy requires us to listen to the voices of
those affected. This training is going to be completed during our upcoming INSET days.

Over the following weeks, students will take part in Hemisphere sessions during lessons. These
will provide space for reflection and discussion on how we can all be inclusive and confidently
challenge bias—whether we observe or experience it, inside or outside of school.

Beecholme has a proud history as a diverse and inclusive community. This new training builds on
that legacy by offering current, relevant learning that empowers all of us.

If you have any questions about Hemisphere or our EDI work, please come and see me.



https://park-play.com/

Open Days - Mrs Lewis
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At Beecholme Primary School we are excited to announce our open mornings and tours for
prospective parents and children for September 2025. Please speak to your family and friends
and tell them we are looking forward to welcoming them face to face on the dates below. If they

wish to attend a school tour, then please contact the school office: 0208 640 4795. Each child
will bring home a flyer today - please share with your friends and families.

e Tuesday 11™ November- 1.30pm
e Thursday 27™ November - 9.30am
e Monday 8™ December - 1.30pm

EDI - Red for Racism/EDI champions

Wear Red Day was a fantastic opportunity for reflection and thoughtful discussions across the
school. It was wonderful to see everyone taking part and showing such enthusiasm and
understanding. I’'m also delighted with the number of applications we received for our new
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Champions. All applications are now in, and we will be
selecting and announcing our representatives during the first week back. I’m really looking forward
to working with them to continue promoting kindness, respect, and inclusion throughout our school
community.
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Curriculum Update Autumn Term 2

We are really looking forward to the new Autumn term. The
children are becoming more and more settled into their new
year group and are adapting well to the curriculum. Alongside
further exploration in maths fluency and key skills in English
and reading; the children will start of the term being artists,
where they will explore the line and tone, texture, form,
pattern and colour. We look forward to marking Anti-Bullying week within our computing week
where we will explore the ‘Power for Good’ theme - solidifying the importance of online safety
and our school values of kindness and respect.

Pupils will dive into a rich curriculum with a spotlight on computing, science, geography, and art.
Enrichment remains a cornerstone of our approach:

e Raising money for Children in Need

e Growing Against Violence workshops will raise awareness among our Year 5 and 6 pupils.

e Cinema trips across the key stages, viewing films linked to their wider curriculum learning

e KS1 and Year 5 pupils will continue specialised music lessons led by Merton Music
Foundation.

e  Whole school Jack and the Beanstalk Pantomime show

e Reception and KS1 - Nutcracker pantomime at Wimbledon Library

As a whole school, we’ll continue to champion the UN Rights of the Child through our Monday Meet
and Speak assemblies and classroom discussions, helping every pupil understand their rights and
responsibilities as global citizens.

SEND/

Please find SEND family hub newsletter attached to the newsletter.




Friends of Beecholme

Please see the QR code to sign up to become one of our Friends of Beecholme.

Friends of Beecholme, we need

VOUsous

Winter/Summer Fairs

Fundraising

Raising the profile of the schoaol

Vislon setting

Supporting school with its school priority
journey

The list is endless..... Scan the QR or use

link to join

https://forms.office.co
m/e/j2hyB2spxV

Important Dates

Monday 3" November

Children return to school

Thursday 6™ November

Parents Evening

Tuesday 11" November

Open afternoon 1.30pm

Tuesday 11" November

Parents Evening

Friday 14t November

Children in Need - PJ Day

Monday 17% November

Handwriting workshop for parents
9am/2.45pm

Thursday 27t November

Open morning 9.30am

Friday 5t December

Science Fair in hall - 2.45pm

Monday 8™ December

Open Afternoon - 1.30pm




Wednesday 10t December

EYFS/Year 1 Nativity - 9.30am/2pm

Thursday 11t December

Christmas Performance 9.30am/2pm

Friday 12t December

Jack and the Beanstalk Pantomime

Wednesday 17t December

EYFS/KS1 Winter Disco 3.15-4.15pm
KS2 - 4.30 - 5.45pm

Thursday 18 December

Nutcracker pantomime at Wimbledon Library -
Reception and KS1

Friday 19t December

Last day of term - Break up at 1.30pm




