Newsletter Issue No.3 - November 20th
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Headteacher Update

@BeecholmeSchool

Dear Parents and Carers,
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It has been extremely busy in school since | sent my last newsletter, and | am pleased to share
lots of exciting updates.

As | mentioned in my last newsletter update, during our last INSET day, staff took part in an
insightful training session aimed at deepening our understanding of Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND) which equipped us with additional strategies to support our pupils. The
session was particularly valuable in highlighting how sensory needs can significantly affect
children’s learning and provided practical approaches to help ensure all pupils are regulated and
ready to learn. As part of our ongoing commitment to inclusivity, staff have also begun Racial
Literacy Training with Hemisphere. This training is a powerful opportunity to deepen our
understanding of race, identity, and equity, and to strengthen our efforts in building a more
inclusive and culturally responsive school community. As | write this, we continue to immerse our
children with this as we wear blue today for Universal Children’s Day. Today, we are focusing on
Article 8. It would be great to talk to your child about their family heritage and celebrate how
we are unique with our individual identifies.
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Article 8 - | love being me - | have the right to be unique, and | have my own identity.




Lots of fun was had in school with the children wearing odd socks last week to participate in
Anti-Bullying week and pyjamas and/or yellow to raise money for Children in Need. | would like
to personally thank you for your continuous support in taking part in these memorable and
important events.
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Soon, we will start to begin some of our Winter and festive celebrations. We will be holding our
annual Christmas pantomime at Beecholme Primary School on Friday 12th December and you will
also now know that our annual Winter fair will be on Friday 18™ December from 3.30pm-5.30pm.
We are really looking forward to welcoming families into school to come together to enjoy some
festive fun and food. Please save the date and we hope you can make it! We are also very excited
that Father Christmas will be stopping by, and tickets are now on sale and can be purchased
through Arbor.

As the weather continues to get colder, please ensure children are coming to school equipped with
warm coats, gloves and hats (labelled with their name) as we enjoy outdoor learning and we want
to ensure our children remain as well and healthy as they can be in the Winter months. We continue
to raise how important attendance at school is and how every day and minute of learning in school
counts and makes a difference.

With warm wishes,

Mrs Hayley Lewis

Merton Community Events

There are a few festive events coming up in the local area which may be nice for families to attend.
For more information follow the link below.

Events calendar | Merton Council

Love Wimbledon Christmas Market on The Piaz;a_n -

Event date:
e Thursday 27 November 2025, 11.00am to Sunday 30 November 2025, 7.00pm
e Friday 28 November 2025, 11.00am to Monday 1 December 2025, 7.00pm
e Saturday 29 November 2025, 11.00am to Tuesday 2 December 2025, 7.00pm
e Sunday 30 November 2025, 11.00am to Wednesday 3 December 2025, 7.00pm



https://www.merton.gov.uk/communities-and-neighbourhoods/events/events-calendar

A Very Morden Christmas
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28 November 2025, 2-7pm
Abbotsbury Road, Morden
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Lantern Christmas Celebration
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Wimbledon Winterfest

Event dates:
e Saturday 29 November 2025, 11.00am to 6.00pm
e Sunday 30 November 2025, 11.00am to 6.00pm

Mental Health Awareness Workshop

Event date:
Wednesday 3 December 2025, 6.00pm to 8.00pm
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Merton’s Primary School Childcare Services

4 BREAKFAST AND
AFTERSCHOOL
CLUBS BEFORE?

We want to know your
feedback on Merton's primary
school childcare services.

Scan code to share your views
before 21 December 2025.
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Open Days - Mrs Lewis
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At Beecholme Primary School we are excited to announce our open mornings and tours for
prospective parents and children for September 2026. Please speak to your family and friends
and tell them we are looking forward to welcoming them face to face on the dates below. If they
wish to attend a school tour, then please contact the school office: 0208 640 4795.

e Thursday 27™ November - 9.30am
e Monday 8™ December - 1.30pm
e Friday 9% January - 9:30am

EDI champions

Since our last newletter, we are proud to share that we have elected and appointed our Equality,
Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Champions. We were very proud of their efforts in their applications.
In each Key Stage One class, we have two champions in each class and in each Key Stage Two class,
we have three champions. You will be able to identify these champions across the school as they
proudly wear their badges. They had their first meeting last week and created shields to
demonsstrate their super powers and commitment to their role. They also suggested ideas for how
we can continue to learn about Edi across the school. They will be meeting every fortnight with Mrs
Raja and we will keep you posted on their plans.

Curriculum Update Autumn Term 2

We have been very busy in school and since our last newsletter, lots of great learning opportunities
have taken place.

Children in year 5 and 6 participated in the Growing Against Violence workshops which helped
children explore how digital technology shapes communication, the role of social media and how
to stay safe using it and whilst online. Year 6 had an additional session to learn more about peer
pressure and to help the children stay safe especially as they transition to secondary school next
year.




Last week, the children enjoyed attending school with slightly different uniform. On Monday, we
took part in Anti-Bullying week, and it was very exciting coming to school wearing odd socks.
Throughout the week, the children explored the theme, ‘Power for Good’, developing their
understanding of online safety and our school values of kindness and respect. The end of the week
ended with kindness, compassion and comfortably with us all wearing our pyjamas to school or
yellow to show our support to Children in Need. We are so proud to share that we have raised
£368.36. As a Rights Respecting school, this shows our continuous commitment to helping children
across the United Kingdom and helps our children continue to be global citizens knowing how they
can make a difference. Well done everyone!

This week, the children are thoroughly enjoying working as artists to explore line and tone,
texture, form, pattern and colour.

We continue to offer our children enrichment opportunities. Some classes will be visiting the
cinema over the next week, and we look forward to watching the Jack and the Beanstalk
Pantomime show nearer the end of the half term. Reception and KS1 also have an additional
enrichment opportunity as they will be attending the Nutcracker pantomime at Wimbledon Library.




Are you a parent whose child is awaiting an ASD or ADHD assessment or
diagnosis. Or has your child been recently diagnosed with ASD or ADHD?

If so, the Merton SEND Team, and the Family Hub Service would love to
welcome you to our monthly parent meetings where you can gain greater
information as to the services and support available for you and your child

Guest Speaker: Hannah Hime; Senior Educational Psychologist and Lead
Practitioner for the Merton Autism Outreach Service (MAOS) in Merton. She has
over 25 years’ experience of working with neurodivergent children and young
people. An introduction to autism spectrum disorder/condition (ASD/C) and
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). You are invited to bring any
related questions you may have about support for your child/ren in school.

Additional Speaker: Hannah Wyard; Family Services Parenting Leader. An
overview of the different parenting courses provided by Merton Council to support
parents whose children are neurodivergent.

When: Thursday 27" November 2025 9.45am (tea/coffee) 10am start
to 11.30am

Where: Steers Mead Children Centre Lavender Avenue, Mitcham
CR4 3HL




Friends of Beecholme

As we head towards December and begin planning our Winter fair, we would be grateful for any
more volunteers to join the Friends of Beecholme.

Friends of Beecholme, we need
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Monday 24" November

Handwriting workshop for parents
9:00am/2:45pm

Thursday 27% November

Open morning 9.30am

Thursday 4" December

Nativity and whole school Christmas dress
rehearsal

Friday 5t December

Science Fair in hall - 2.45pm

Monday 8t December

Open Afternoon - 1.30pm

Wednesday 10t December

Nursery, Reception and Year 1 Nativity -
9.30am/2pm

Thursday 11t December

Years 2-6 Christmas Performance 9.30am/2pm

Friday 12t December

Jack and the Beanstalk Pantomime

Tuesday 16™ December

School Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 17t December

Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 Winter Disco
3.15-4.15pm

Years 3-6 Winter Disco 4.30 - 5.45pm

Thursday 18 December

Nutcracker pantomime at Wimbledon Library -
Reception, Year 1 and 2

Thursday 18 December

Winter fair 3.30pm-5.30pm

Friday 19t December

Last day of term - Break up at 1.30pm




