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Headteacher Update  
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Happy New Year and welcome back! It has been wonderful 
to see you all as we start 2026. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
greeting you at the gate this week and hearing about the 
lovely things you got up to over the Christmas holidays. I 
spent time in a beautiful house in Lincolnshire, enjoyed long 
walks, and—of course—ate far too many chocolates! Thank 
you to those families who kindly gave gifts to myself and the 
staff before the end of term; your thoughtfulness was 
greatly appreciated. 

As we begin the Spring term, we know how short it is and how much we need to fit in before half 
term. We have lots of exciting things coming up, including our postponed Spring Disco, Parents’ 
Evening, and a range of enrichment activities for the children. Our wonderful choir will also be 
sharing their talents with thousands of people when they perform at the O2 Arena—a truly 
incredible experience for them and for us as a school community! 

Before the Christmas holidays, we were truly inspired by one of our 
Year 5 pupils, Danisa. She has always had the most beautiful long hair 
and recently made the incredible decision to cut it short and donate 
her hair to The Little Princess Trust—a charity that supports children 
who have lost their hair through cancer and other illnesses. What a 
wonderful act of kindness. We are all so proud of Danisa for her 
generosity and thoughtfulness. She is a fantastic example of 
compassion and care within our school community. 

I’m delighted to share some staffing updates: 

Miss Gilroy will be returning from her maternity leave before half term. There will be a 
significant crossover period with Miss McKenzie to ensure a smooth transition before Miss Gilroy 
resumes full responsibility for the class. 

We also welcome back Miss Linbourne, who started teaching Year 4 this week after her maternity 
leave. We’re thrilled to have her back on the team! 

                                                                                                                                             

   



As we look ahead, please be mindful of the weather conditions over the next few weeks. 
Forecasts suggest extreme winter weather, including snow, ice, and freezing temperatures.  

Please take extra care when travelling to and from school and ensure children are dressed 
warmly each day. 

Thank you for your continued support in making Beecholme such a vibrant and caring community. 
Let’s make this term a fantastic one for our children! 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Hayley Lewis 

Headteacher 
  

 

 

 

 
Open Days - Mrs Lewis 

 

 
 

We have concluded our Autumn/Winter Open Days. Additional Open Days will be announced in 
the Spring Term. 
 
Please speak to your family and friends and tell them we look forward to welcoming them face 
to face once our new dates are announced.   
 

 
Curriculum Update – What is coming up in Spring, including what each year group will be 
learning and trips etc  
 
We have returned to school ready to learn, entering into the Spring term the children are very 
settled and keen to learn. Within maths and English, the children will begin to use all 
consolidated knowledge to apply to new learning within their year group, they will be both 
challenged and supported appropriately. Our wider curriculum learning this term gives an 
opportunity for the children in the lower years to explore Christianity in RE, and those in the 
upper years to explore Judaism and Hinduism. With this the children will grow an understanding 
of inclusivity and tolerance. 
 
In DT the children will learn about food and nutrition, where we will look forward to hosting our 
annual cultural food event. Towards the end of the term the children will become historians, 
delving into the history of toys/Romans/Ancient Greece, understanding significant historical 
events and make historical comparisons with what life is like now. We are committed to 
offering opportunities for the children to extend their learning to outside of the classroom not 
only through our weekly outdoor learning lessons but through our trips. Please keep an eye out 
for trip letters and we are always grateful to receive parental support on trips where possible. 
 



 

SEND 
 

Top tips for chatting to your child on the way home 
 

🕰️Start with connection, not questions 

Give them a minute to decompress. A warm comment like 

 “I’m glad to see you” or “Want a snack?” can open the door better than questions. 

Swap “How was your day?” for better prompts 

That question often gets a one‑word answer. Try: 

• “What was the best part of your day?” 

• “Did anything funny or surprising happen?” 

• “What was the hardest thing today?” 

• “Who did you spend time with?” 

Listen more than you talk 

Let pauses happen. Resist the urge to jump in with advice or fixes 

. Feeling heard often matters more than solutions. 

🚦Match their energy 

If they’re chatty, lean in. 

 If they’re quiet, keep things light and save deeper talk for later.  

 
 



Friends of Beecholme 
 

We are thrilled to share that our newly formed Friends of Beecholme group has had an amazing 
start. Thanks to their hard work and dedication, our Winter Fair was a huge success—an event that 
simply wouldn’t have been possible without them! 
 
As always, we are continuing to look for more enthusiastic and committed parents to join our team 
and help support the school with upcoming events. If you’d like to get involved, we’d love to hear 
from you! 
 
Our next meeting will take place on Friday, 6th February at 2:30 PM. Come along and see how you 
can make a difference! 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Important Dates 
 

 
Week beginning 12th January Y6 assessment week  

Monday 12th January Reception and Year 6 National Child 
Measurement Programme 

Thursday 15th January Closing date for September 2026 Reception 
Place applications 

Wednesday 21st January Young Voices at the O2 
 

Friday 23rd January International Food event (pm) 

Week beginning 9th February Y1 Phonics screening practice week 

Week beginning 9th February  Y3-5 assessments 

  
 


